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Abstract

The emergence of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus pseudintermedius has
increased the interest in topical therapy for treating canine pyoderma. Shampooing
with chlorhexidine followed by dilute bleach rinses are often recommended, but
household bleach can dry the skin and is unpleasant to use. A shampoo formulated
with sodium hypochlorite and salicylic acid was evaluated as sole therapy for dogs
with superficial pyoderma associated with S. pseudintermedius, including
methicillin-resistant strains. Client-owned dogs were recruited based on positive
culture for methicillin-resistant staphylococci or prior failure of pyoderma to
respond to antibiotics. This prospective, open-label pilot study assessed the efficacy
of the shampoo when used three times weekly for 4 wk. Dogs were evaluated at
baseline and at 2 and 4 wk by cytology, clinical examination, and owner assessment.
Digital images were also obtained. Baseline bacterial counts, clinical assessments and
owner scores were significantly improved at 2 and 4 wk. Clients completing the study
reported excellent lathering and dispersion, reduction in odor, and brightening of
white and light coats. No owners reported skin dryness or other adverse events
during the study. We conclude that this shampoo containing sodium hypochlorite in a
vehicle that avoids skin drying is an effective treatment for canine pyoderma.
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